Hebrew Syntax Clauses: Introduction
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AN INTRODUCTION TO
HEBREW CLAUSES WITH WAW

INTRODUCTION

Hebrew clauses can be formed with or without the Hebrew waw,
although the latter is more commonly employed. Certain clauses may
be expressed by a simple waw-consecutive chain (especially temporal
clauses). Other clauses, however, are more readily identified by

the addition of conjunctions and/or special markers (e.g., "1 and

nm. Most Hebrew clauses have more than one method of
formulation. For example, there are numerous ways to construct a
purpose clause or a conditional sentence in Hebrew.

The following sections will provide an introduction to the more
commonly used clauses in biblical Hebrew. Let me clarify that this
is not meant to be an exhaustive study. Only certain select
clauses will be surveyed, and only the more typical cases will be
demonstrated.

For a deeper study of Hebrew clauses, the student is referred to:
1) Hebrew Syntax by R. Williams (pp 80-101)
2) GKC (pp 471-506)
3) Waltke & O'Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew
Syntax

THE HEBREW WAW: A BASIC CLAUSE DEVISE

Although many Hebrew clauses are indicated by the presence of some
conjunction or other particle (e.g., "™ or D¥), it is quite common
that clauses will have a logical or temporal relationship with one
another by virtue of the Hebrew waw that initiates them.

A. The waw-consecutive Chain (see p. 32)

Clauses prefaced by a simple waw-consecutive may actually have
some logical or temporal relationship. When translating, one
should avoid the redundancy of using "and." Instead, one may
make use of subordinating constructions, such as adverbial
clauses and participial modifiers, being careful to preserve
the proper logical or temporal sequence of the Hebrew.

Example: Gen 28:8-9

WP R Ny D Wy kM

Canaan women-of displeasing-ones how Esau then-he-realized

T PRt Tvl

father-of-him Isaac to-eyes-of

nomn I MR YRYRYT TOR Wy THn

Mahalath *** and-he-maried Ishmael to Esau so-he-went
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The waw-consecutives could be translated, "And Esau realized
.. and Esau went ...." However, by adding the word "when" to
the first clause, the proper logical connection is shown:

"When Esau realized how displeasing the women of Canaan were
to the eyes of his father Isaac, he went to Ishmael and married

Mahalath."

Volitive sequence with waw [cf. Waltke, § 32.2.2; 34.5.2 and

34.6]

1. Imperative followed by the Perfect with waw-consecutive

In this situation, the perfect verb will have the force of

an imperative.

Deut 6:4-5
Perf Vb Impv
TIR MM M OPA) . . . NI vy
God—of-you Yahweh ***  and-you-must-love skl Israel hear!
Trans.: "Hear O Israel . . . and you shall
your God"
_—

Volitive + waw + Impf/Volitive = Purpose or
[but not an impv]

Gen 27:7

Coh Coh Impv
MADTIMY AN mmwvpn S -Aw;m

and-I-may-bless-you so-I-may-eat tasty-foods for-me and-prepare!

love the LORD

result clause

Trans.: "Prepare me some tasty food that I may eat and

bless you."

Note 1: There are situations having this pattern which

will not be a purpose/result

clause. For

example, we could have a chain of cohortatives

linked by waw (see Gen 46:31).

Note 2: The pattern impv + waw + impv may be an

imperatival chain.
For example: pialivk I %
and-keep! remember !

This could reflect:
1) chronological sequence =

"remember and

then keep"
2) logical sequence = "remember to keep"
3) simple coordination = "remember and keep"
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C. Temporal Clause Indicators with waw [cf. Temporal Clauses]

Note: Some scholars (e.g., Don Glenn) regard these clauses as
actually being a type of circumstantial clause.
Caution: The presence of "1 or MW does not
automatically signal a temporal clause (check context).

1. Past Tense Narration: WIM

Gen 38:1 Imperfect with Prep. phrase

Waw-consec. —————N———  Temp. Indic.
IR mn 7739 I R ny3a K

brothers-of-him from-with Judah that-he-went-down the-that at-the-time and-he-was
Trans.: "At that time, Judah went down from his brothers"

2. Future Tense Narration: ENEN]

Isa 22:20

Perf. Verb Prep. phrase
S,

with waw-consec. — Temp. Indic.

CpI? P TR wmm of3  mm

to-Eliakim to-servant-of-me then-I-will-summon the-that in-the-day and-he-will-be

Trans.: “In that day, I will summon my servant
Eliakim.”
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DISJUNCTIVE CLAUSES

DEFINITION

A disjunctive clause is a clause which breaks the waw-consecutive
sequence. Disjunctive clauses will be initiated by waw-
disjunctive having the form ) (see pp 31-32), but the waw is not
part of the waw-consecutive sequence. These clauses are
characterized by the fact that the waw appears on some other word
or particle other than a finite verb. According to Lambdin,
circumstantial clauses are one type of disjunctive clause.! For
purposes of discussion, however, we will take them up separately.
Hence, circumstantial clauses (a type of disjunctive clause) will
be discussed in the next section, as there are many subcategories
of these that need to be clarified.

FORM

In a normal narrative clause, the waw is placed on the verb, and
the subject (if explicitly given) will follow. Disjunctive
clauses (including circumstantial clauses) will interpose some
other word between the waw and the verb position. Usually, this
will be the "subject"™ of the clause. Circumstantial clauses
typically do not even have a finite verb following the subject
(though in some cases they do).

The usual form for disjunctive clauses other than circumstantial
is as follows:

waw + X' 4+ finite verb?

'Note: Normally, the subject will stand in
position X (but not a verb!).
‘Note: At times, there will be no stated verb;

rather the verb may be implied (e.g., the
equative verb; see example "B" below).

III. EXAMPLES:

A, Gen 1:2 "Now the earth was formless and empty."

M)W I M

and-empty formless she-was now-the-earth

B. Jud 3:16 "Now Eglon was a very fat man."

-INQ N2 IZ?‘R 'ﬂ‘?l‘:\n [verb is understood]

very fat man now-Eglon

"Thomas O. Lambdin, Jntroduction to Biblical Hebrew (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1971): 263-65.
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