Hebrew Syntax Figures of Speech

APPENDIX A

FIGURES OF SPEECH
AND LITERARY TECHNIQUES

The following material is intended to help the student with the process of exegesis by furnishing
explanations and examples of commonly encountered figures of speech and literary techniques. An

attempt has been made to group these into six general categories, although the category designations are
admittedly inadequate.

I. Comparison II. Substitution
Simile Al Metonymy A3
Metaphor A2 Synecdoche A7
Hypocatastasis A2 Merism A10
Personification A2 Hendiadys A.10
Anthropomorphism  A.3 Euphemism A.10
Zoomorphism A3
ITI. Addition or Amplification IV. Omission or Suppression
Anabasis A.10 Aposiopesis All
Catabasis A.10 Ellipsis A.ll
Hyperbole A.10 Meiosis All
Paronomasia A.ll Tapeinosis A.12
Repetition A.ll
V. Special Forms of Communication VI. Literary Techniques
Parable A12 Acrostic A.l4
Allegory A.12 Apostrophe A.l4
Idiom A3 Chiasm A.l4
Irony A3 Inclusio A.l5
Proverb A.13 Refrain A.l5
Symbol A3 Rhetorical Question A.15
Type Al4

I.  FIGURES INVOLVING COMPARISON
The following figures involve some sort of comparison between one thing (or person) and another.

A.  Simile (cf. Bullinger, Figures of Speech Used in the Bible, p 726)
An explicit comparison of two unlike things that have something in common, by the use of
words such as "like" or "as."

3 "And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water."
Ps42:1 "As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants for Thee, O God."
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B.

Metaphor (Bull., 735)
A declaration that one thing is or represents another (without using "like” or "as").

Ps 23:1 "The LORD is my shepherd."

Ps 119:105 "Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path."

Hypocatastasis (Bull., 744)
A declaration that implies the comparison, in which only one of the elements of the
comparison is mentioned. [This differs from a metaphor in that an equative verb is not used
to express the comparison. ]

Ps 22:16  "For dogs have surrounded me; a band of evildoers has encompassed me."

point: the evil men harassing the psalmist are compared to dogs

Mt 16:6 "Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."

point: their teaching is compared to leaven

Note: The hypocatastasis, however, can be confused with metonymy or synecdoche, since
it actually involves the substitution of one term for another. The hypocatastasis will
involve a substitution, but the stress will be on the comparison that is implied.

Note: Even verbs can be used to express the comparison, as the following example illustrates:

Prov 20:26 "A wise king winnows the wicked, and drives the threshing wheel over
them."

Point: "The point of the proverb is to be sought in the comparison. Even
as harvested grain contains valuable and worthless material which
needs to be separated, so the words, thoughts and deeds of the
wicked man contain both worthless and valuable things which it is
the business of a king to discern and separate."!

The following three figures involve a comparison, in which unnatural characteristics are assigned
to God, man or animals.

D.

Personification (Bull., 861)
The giving of human characteristics to inanimate objects, ideas, or animals.

Gen 4:10  "The voice of your brother's blood is crying to Me from the ground."

Ps35:10  "All my bones will say, "LORD, who is like Thee?"

'William E. Mouser, Jr., Walking in Wisdom; Studying the Proverbs of Solomon (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1983), 95.
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E.

Anthropomorphism (Bull., 871)
The representation of God in the form of, or with the attributes of man.

Ps33:18  "Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, on those who hope for
His lovingkindness."

Ps 130:2  "Lord, hear my voice! Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my
supplications."

Note: The following suggestions may be helpful for discerning the intention of the figure:
His face denotes His presence
His eyes denote His awareness
His ears denote His attentiveness
His nostrils denote His anger
His heart denotes His moral intentions

Zoomorphism (Bull., 894)
The representation of God (or man) in the form of, or with the attributes of, the lower

animals.

Ps 63:7 "For Thou hast been my help, and in the shadow of Thy wings I sing for joy."

II. FIGURES INVOLVING SUBSTITUTION
The following figures involve a substitution of one term, concept or action for another. Because
Metonymy and Synecdoche are sometimes confused, I have attempted to provide some notes
clarifying the basic difference under the discussion of Synecdoche.

A,
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Metonymy (Bull., 538)
This involves the substitution of one word (usually a noun, but sometimes a verbal action)
for another word closely associated with it. This could be the substitution of some attribute
or suggestive word for what is meant (e.g., crown for royalty).

Gen 11:1  "Now the whole earth used the same lip and the same words."

Point: "lip" stands for language. Note that the NASB actually translates 9
as "language."

Metonymies can be categorized into four basic groups:
1.  Metonymy of Cause for Effect (Bull., 539)
When the cause is stated but the effect is intended.

Py 59 "Their throat is an open grave; they flatter with their tongue."

Point: "Throat" is put for speech, the throat being that which causes
(enables) speech.

a.  The person acting for the thing done, i.e., Agent/Actor for effect.

Lk 16:29  "But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them
hear them."
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