Hebrew Syntax Genitive Nouns

NOTE:

NOUNS: GENITIVE CASE

[see Waltke, § 9.5]

In Hebrew, all nouns fall into one of three cases: the nominative, the genitive, and the
accusative. A word is considered to be in the nominative case if it is used as the subject of
the clause, a vocative, or a predicate nominative. Otherwise, a noun will be a genitive or
accusative, and our grammatical analysis need only be concerned with these two.

INTRODUCTION TO THE GENITIVE

Function: To limit, qualify, or modify another noun.

Nouns considered in the genitive:

1)
2)
3)
4)

All words after a construct state (i.e., the "absolute” of a construct relationship)

Words governed by prepositions (unless the prep. serves to mark the object)

All suffixes to nouns and prepositions.

Genitival noun clauses

(i.e., clauses which function as noun-equivalents after a construct noun or a preposition; the
whole clause can be classified as a genitive; e.g., Gen 32:25 [Heb)).

CATEGORIES (* = more common usage)

1.  Possession (i.e., uses indicating possession)

*a,
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The Possessor - indicates the possessor of an object or thing.

1 Kgs 9:10 "the house of the king"” (= the king's house)

Gen
- o Wi o IR (ol b !
the-king  palace-of and ... Solomon  he-built

The Possessed - indicates the object or thing possessed by a possessor (not a quality or
attribute, but an object or thing).

Gen 42:30 "the man, the lord of the land, spoke harshly"

Gen
nigp 8 YINT 3T ORT 3

harshly to-us  theland  lords-of the-man he-spoke

Family Relationship - indicates a relationship between family members (can be proper
names; this can also involve divine relations, e.g., "Moses the servant of YHWH").

Gen 28:2  "Bethuel, the father of your mother"

Gen
TR 2N WD
mother-of-you father-of Bethuel
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2,

Source (uses indicating the source)

*a. Authorship (or Authorsource) - indicates the subject (1) who is the author of something or
(2) who is responsible for something or (3) with whom something originates (but not birth—for
this, see “Family Relationship™). Especially after items that may be written, spoken, or
revealed.

2 Chr 24:6 "to bring in . . . the tax prescribed by Moses"

Gen
mia i er v/a My TR n'y

kxE

Moses  tax-of to-bring-in
Jer 1:2 "the Word of Yahweh"
Jon 1:2  "their wickedness" (i.e., the wickedness for which they are responsible)
Jon2:4  "your waves" (i.e., the waves which have their source with you)

*b. Subjective Genitive [this presentation differs from that of Waltke]

1)  Agency- to indicate the subject which performs or initiates the action denoted by the
construct noun. [the "construct” could also be an inf. construct, a participle or adjective
used substantively]

Deut 7:8  "but it was because the LORD loved you" Distnicsion trons suthovship:
Gen

oOO8 M magsn D

fo'r-yml Yahweh  because-of-love-of  but

With the subjective genitive
of agency, the construct noun
will usually denote verbal

Note: Lit., because of the love of Yahweh; love is action, e.g., love (or attitude).
the action that Yahweh carries out.

A similar situation can occur after passive participles:

Ps22:7  "lam ... despised by the people” (cf.Isa 53:4)

Gen
oy M ... DM
people  and-being-despised-of ...  but-l

Note: The two examples above are similar, but the first involves a more "normal" construct
relationship whereas the second has a passive ptc.

2)  Characteristic/Quality- to indicate the subject to which any quality, state, or attribute
is imputed or ascribed.

1 Kgs 5:10 "Solomon's wisdom surpassed the wisdom of ..."
Gen
M A man 39m
more-than-wisdom-of  Solomon wisdom-of  and-she-was-great

Note: conveys the state in which he is found; not that Solomon possesses wisdom,
but Solomon is wise. [Waltke puts this example under “possessive gen”]
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*C. Instrument - indicates the impersonal agent in any action (especially after passive participles).

Isa22:2  "Your slain were not slain with the sword"

Gen
e E Wl
sword  ones-slain-of not ones-slain-of-you

d. Cause - indicates the cause of a state or condition.

Lev 22:4  "And if one touches anything made unclean by a corpse . . ." (Lit., unclean of
body)

Gen
wRy TNmp o Hha  uam

body unclean-of on-an);-of and-the-one-touching

Note: May also indicate the cause of an action: "people of my wrath."

3. Object (uses indicating the object)

*a. Dependent Genitive (obj. of prep.) - follows a preposition and is thereby dependent on it.

Gen3:2  "And the woman said to the serpent . . .”

Obj Prep
WD TON MWNT R
the-serpent to the-woman and-she-said
Note 1: Quite frequently, a preposition will be used to mark the object of the verb, and in such cases the

noun or pronoun following the preposition will be in the accusative case (the preposition itself is
not translated).

Gen 32:1 “And Laban arose in the morning and kissed his grandchildren.”
Prep

™MI? UM a3 199 DU ([Eng 31ss)

on-grandchildren-of-him  and-he-kissed  in-the-moming  Laban and-he-rose

Other examples: with 5, Lev 19:18 and 1 Sam 23:10; with 3, 2 Sam 14:10 and Gen 32:26 [Eng.

32:25].

Note 2: If we look at the prepositional phrase as a whole. this may function in an adverbial way as an
accusative.
Gen 3:14  “You will crawl on your belly. " [restrictive acc.?]

Prep

720 M 5y

you-will-crawl bel]y-af—y.rou on
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*b. Objective Genitive - indicates the object of the action denoted by the construct noun (frequent
use after active participles).

Obad 10 "Because of violence to your brother Jacob"

Gen
ZP]_JZ T["nkg ODUD Note: the brother is the object of
Jacob  brother-of-you  because-of-violence-of the violence (cf. Ps 5:12).

The Objective Genitive can also specify the topic of an utterance or discourse. [Waltke, §
9.5.3e, opts to call this a “topical genitive™]

Gen 37:2 "Joseph brought a bad report about them . . . ."

Y7 0N TR PRI

bad report-of-them *xs Joseph  and-he-brought

c. Indirect Object - to indicate the indirect object since there is no dative per se in Hebrew (most
examples are combined with a construct noun which is the object of the verb).

Gen 39:21 "But the LORD was with Joseph . . . and granted him favor . . ."

Gen
Wyt L T TR Al
favor-of-him and-he-granted Joseph with Yahweh  but-he-was

Sometimes the stress is on how the object will be affected, as in cases “d”, “e” and “f”:

d. Purpose - indicates the purpose or design of an object
[Waltke calls this "abstract subjective genitive"]

Ps 44:23  "we are considered as sheep for slaughter"

Gen
oo RED O Wm
slaughter as-sheep-of ~ we-are-considered

Note: = sheep (destined) for slaughter

e.  Action- the word in the genitive indicates the action that someone/something will be affected
by.

Isa10:6  “against the people of my wrath” (i.e., who will be the object of God’s wrath)
MY MW DY oW
I-dispatch-him  anger-of-me people-of anri«agair;st
f.  Result - indicates the result or consequence of an action (Cf. Isa 53:5!)

Prov 1:3  "fo acquire discipline for prudent behavior"
G

Pobn tom  nopY

to-be-prudent  discipline-of  to-acquire

Note: NIV has "for acquiring a disciplined and prudent life"
NASB has "To receive instruction in wise behavior"
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