Hebrew Syntax Accusative Nouns

NOUNS: ACCUSATIVE CASE

[see Waltke, § 10.2]

INTRODUCTION

The accusative will designate the direct objects or nouns modifying or explaining the verbal action. It will
also express adverbial definitions of time, space, manner, etc.

Sometimes the accusative can be identified quite readily by the sign of the accusative I or by the directive
i,  (indicating direction or motion towards). Other times, it must be recognized by its position and

syntactical connections. At times, an accusative may be placed just after another noun (in a similar manner
to a construct relationship). If the nouns are in construct, the absolute will be a genitive. If they are not
in construct, the latter word will be an accusative.

CATEGORIES

1. Direct Object - several classes of verbs regularly take a direct object.

a.  Transitive Verbs [Most of the time, the direct object will be marked with the sign of the accusative
FIN]

Gen 1:1  "God created the heavens and the earth."

Acc Acc
PINT NN DMWWT NN OTON RIZ MOWRTD
t|.1c:~e;1nh and the-heavens e God ; he-created in-begiuniné

Prepositions Marking A Direct Object. Keep in mind, however, that a preposition can sometimes
be used to "mark” a direct object (e.g., 2 in Ps 91:6; Gen 32:26: cf. Waltke, p 165). See Note |
following the "dependent genitive" in the previous section on genitives.

Gen 2:16  “And the LORD God commanded Adam . .

Acc
DIRT OV DR MM M
the-man to God i Yahweh andlhefco‘mmandcd

b.  Causative Forms of Intransitive Verbs [i.e., verbs which are intransitive in the Qal stem but which
take an object in a causative stem like the Hiphil or Piel stem]

Gen 4:3  "Cain brought ... an offering to Yahweh"

Acc

T2 Mmoo TP NI
to-Yahweh offering Cain  and-he-brought
(o3 "complement accusatives" (so Waltke, p 168)

Certain verbs which are normally intransitive can (under certain conditions) function as
transitive verbs.
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(1) Verbs of fullness and want

Isal:11 "I am sated with burnt ojg'z'ngs of rams"

Acc
DR niby ol
rams buml-oénngs-of I-have-enough

(2) Verbs of "putting on," "putting off," and “wearing”

1 Kgs 22:30 " .. but you put on your robes"

Gen Ace
T2 W2 R

robes-of-you wear! but-you

d.  “effected-object accusative™ - The noun in the accusative is the result or effect of a transitive
verb’s action (rather than being acted on by the verb’s action).

Gen 1:11  “Let the earth produce vegetation™ . :
If the accusative word is from the

Acc same root as the verb, then we term
N7 Fan RUIN this “cognate effected accusative.”
che[z-ltio'n th.c-eanh ict-her-p-roducc

2. Cognate Accusative - an abstract noun of action or state, identical or analogous to the action or state
expressed by the verb. [Waltke, §10.2.1g, calls these “cognate internal accusatives”|

a.  Strengthening the nuance of the verb (cf. Gen 11:3; Jos 6:5; 10:10)

Jon 1:10  "And the men were exceedingly afraid” (lit., "they feared a great fear")

Acc
T AN DWNT W
great terror the-men and-they-were-terrified

b.  Stressing a specific example or instance

Jos 7:1 "But the sons of Israel acted unfaithfully with the ban"
Acc
D2 Sun NI i dvumn
with-the-devoted unfaithfulness  Israel sons-of  but-they-were-unfaithful

¢.  Expresses a comparison (must have a cognate accusative followed by a genitive in which a
comparison is implied).

Jer 22:19 "He will be buried with a donkey's burial”

Acc
P Yien ng;
he-will-be-buried  donkey 5 burial-of

Note: N/V translates "He will have the burial of a donkey"
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3.  Double Accusative - when the verb takes two accusatives (see Waltke, § 10.2.3 for a more detailed
analysis).

a.  When the two objects are unrelated

1)  Having a causative verb, a personal object, and the impersonal object
[the "personal object" specifies that which is acted upon]

Jud 4:22  "I'will show you the man whom you are looking for"

Acc Acc
UpAn MOR TIWR WNRT IR NN
I(!okmg_-f;!r you whom the-man e and-I-will-show-you

2)  Having a causative verb (often of filling/supplying/providing), the object (may or may
not be personal), and the means/complement.

Gen 42:25 "and they filled their bags with grain"

Acc Acc

73 073 TR Wom

grain bags-of-them  *#* and-they-filled
Ps 8:6 “You crowned him with glory and honor”

Ace Compound Acc

WIWIR - ATTT TI

you-crowned-him  and-honor and-glory

3)  Having a causative verb of putting on and putting off (with a personal direct object and
a complement object).

Gen 37:23 "And they stripped Joseph of his coat”

Acc Acc
N2 IR R TR W0WEN
robe-of-him s Joseph wex thal-ihe}'-;ﬂripped

4)  Verbs of speaking and giving (e.g., asking and answering)

Isa 58:2  "They ask me for just decisions"

Acc Acc
PI¥ TDIUD MR
Justice decisions-of they-ask-me
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b.  When the two objects are more closely related

1)

2)

3)

4)
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Material

(a) Material of Composition - indicates the material of which the direct object is made,
formed, or built.

Gen 2:7  "He formed the man (out of) dust”

Acc Acc
DY OINT TR ... WM
dust the-man e and-he-formed

(b) Material of Use - indicates the material one uses to accomplish an action or goal.

Isa 5:2 “He planted it with choice vines™
Acc Acc

piv - mvpn

choicest-vine  and-he-planted-him
Name - indicates the name by which one is designated.
Gen 25:25 "and they called his name Esau"
-.'\cc Gen Acc
Wy Y WM

Esau name-of-him  so-they-called

Rank - indicates the rank or status to which one is appointed.

Deut 1:15 "I appointed them chiefs" DWURD DR JR)

authorities them and-l-made

Product - indicates the product into which the direct object is made, formed, or built
(opposite of "material").

1 Kgs 18:32 "he built the stones (into) an altar”

Acc Acc
naw 0INg MY 137
altar the-stones i anci-tlie-h!.li]l

Note: stones are the material; the altar is the product.

Note: This category includes situations where something is
“caused” to become something else (cf. Jotion, §125w):

This is not th
1 Kgs 11:30 "he rent it (into) twelve pieces" g

category of
Ace : e “measure,” since
oWwlp Wy DWW VRPN extent in space is
pieces : ten two and-he-tore-her not involved.
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5)  Benefit/Outcome - the noun in the accusative specifies the benefit or outcome of the
verbal action.

Gen 15:6 “And He credited it to him as righteousness”
Acc

a7 S P 173 )

righteousness  to-him  and-he-credited-her

¢.  Means - to indicate the means by which the action is accomplished (usually, the second
accusative expresses the means).

Jos 7:25  "And all Israel stoned him with stones”

Acce Acc
TR OORIW YD R vmam

stone Israel all-of him then-they-stoned

Note: You may use the label organ of expression in certain cases. Waltke (§10.2.1g) calls this a non-cognate
internal accusative.

Ezk 11:13 " cried with a loud voice”

[The voice was the organ to express the crying; or it was the means. |

4, Adverbial Accusative

a.  Manner - indicates the manner in which the verbal action is accomplished (ususally
anarthrous).

Ezk 27:30 "they will cry bitterly”

Acc
AR AN

bitterness  and-they-will-cry

b.  Locative [or "accusative of place"] - indicates the place where an action occurred, or from
where it initiated. Also includes situations describing where an object exists, remains, or rests
(similar to "terminative"). Cf. 2 Sam 3:20. [May need to add words like “in,” “at” or “from”].

2 Chr 33:20 "they buried him in his own house”
Acc

a2 aTEpn

palace-of-him  and-they-buried-him

c. ~ Terminative - indicates the direction or destination of an action (includes directive i1_).

Acc
770 Rham mwn Tom

Jar-of-her and-she-filled  to-the-spring and-she went-down

Gen 24:16 "she went down to the well and filled her jar"
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d.  Measure (or Extent) - indicates more precisely the "extent in space" in
answer to the question "how far?" or "how much?".

In these
Gen 7:20 "The waters rose fifteen cubits" situations, it
Acc ) ) may be helpful
D‘@[‘I T'];; T[Z?DQT?L'] ﬂ@}j ,'[TID}J '(UDI_'[ to view both the
the-waters they-rose from-above cubit ten five “m’]ﬂ of

measure” and

1 Kgs 19:4 ". .. while he went a day's journey into the desert." the “measure”
Ge‘n Ace as on_e
oP 77 @WI T2 W expression.
day journey-of into-the-desert he-went while-he This also

applies to the
e. Temporal - indicates the time during which an action occurred, or the “Temporal”
duration of the action. [This differs from “Measure,” because the issue category.
is specifically one of time].
Gen 40:7 "why are your faces so sad today"
Acc
i ey Q@9 170
the-day sad-ones faces-of-you why?
Gen 14:4 "For twelve years they served . . ."  [see page one for Heb.]

Note: This category includes the use of ‘7:) (“all, each, every”) in combination with other terms. Thus,
G e ‘{Jf“?:} = all the days of your life (“all the days™ is a temporal accusative).

f. Acc. of State - specifies the state or condition of the subject or object of the verb while the
action of the verb is being accomplished (also called "explicative accusative"). Functions
somewhat like a Greek circumstantial participle. Usually involves indefinite adjectives or
participles which are descriptive of nouns or pronouns. Does not have to be a participle [see
Prov 1:12 where the adj. D17 serves as the acc.].

1)  Pertains to the Subject

I Kgs 1:45 "they have come up from there rejoicing”
Pte-Ace
aly/ali/J ol a I ) Vi
ones-cheerful from-there  and-they-went-up

2)  Pertains to the Object

Num 11:10 "Moses heard the people weeping"

Pte-Acc
= N )/ B o S 1/ B /11753
wa{ling the-people wer Moses and-he-heard
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g.  Restrictive - specifies the point of incidence of the action or the part or member especially
affected by the action.

Gen 3:15  "he shall bruise you on the head" [Waltke, however, regards Gen 3:15 as "Acc. of State"]
Acc
URT DI R
head he-will-crush-you  he

Note: This is slightly different than "locative."”
h.  Specification - describes a feature of a noun in the absolute state (cf. Waltke, p 173).

Ps 71:7  "... but You are my refuge as to strength."

Acc
483 ToOR TR

strong refuge-of-me  but-you

¥ Result - indicates the result of an action.

Note: This category is rare. For a possible example, see Ex 9:9.

5. Indirect Object - the accusative functions as an indirect object.

Josh 15:19 "since you have given (to) me the land of the Negev"

Acc
M 2 Ym 9

you-gave-me the-Negev  land-of  since
6.  Comparison - to indicate a comparison with the action or state of the verb.

Isa21:8  "he shouted out like a lion"

Acc
ﬂ""]?ﬁ NEPW_ [note: possible textual problem with Isa 21:8]
lion and-he-shouted

Hab 1:11  "Then he swept past like a wind and went on"

Acc
Tapn oAt om
and-he-goes-on  wind  he-sweeps-past then
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