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COMMENTARIES 

 

Attridge, H. W.  Hebrews.  Hermeneia.  Philadelphia:  Fortress Press, 1989. 

 

Bruce, F. F.  The Epistle to the Hebrews.  The New International Commentary on the New Testament.  2d 

ed.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1990. 

 

Buchanan, George W.  Hebrews.  The Anchor Bible.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday & Co., 1972. 

 

The basic message of Hebrews is "how to acquire the fulfillment of the promise God made with 

Abraham."  Jesus has made the fulfillment of the promises possible, and Christians are exhorted to 

be faithful "so that the precious reward might not be missed."  This theme, however, does not seem 

to incorporate adequately the priestly motif of the author. 

 

Delitzsch, Franz.  Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews.  2 vols.  Translated by Thomas L. 

Kingsbury.  Edinburgh:  T. & T. Clark, 1871; reprint, Minneapolis:  Klock & Klock, 1978. 

 

deSilva, David A.  Perseverance in Gratitude:  A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on the Epistle "to the 

Hebrews."  Grand Rapids, MI:  Eerdmans, 2000. 

 

Ellingworth, Paul.  The Epistle to the Hebrews; A Commentary on the Greek Text.  New International 

Greek Testament Commentary.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1993. 

 

A very thorough and up-to-date commentary; ample interaction with the Greek text. 

 

Evans, L. H.  Hebrews.  Communicator's Commentary, 10.  Waco, TX:  Word Books, 1985. 

 

Fanning, Buist.  "Hebrews."  In The Evangelical Exegetical Commentary, ed. H. Wayne House.  Logos 

Bible Software.  Forthcoming (expected Dec 2015). 

 

 Based upon previous works of Dr. Fanning on Hebrews, I would anticipate that he takes the 

warning passages in the Reformed way (not aimed at true believers).  With this I would disagree 

with him.  But Dr. Fanning (Chairman of the New Testament Dept at Dallas Seminary) can be 

counted on to present a carefully reasoned case for this particular perspective of the Epistle. 

 

France, R. T.  “Hebrews.”  In The Expositor’s Bible Commentary; Hebrews-Revelation, vol. 13, rev. ed., 

ed. Tremper Longman and David E. Garland.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Pub. House, 2006. 

 

 This is the revised edition of The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.  Leon Morris (see below) 

authored the earlier version.  France is a retired Anglican clergyman, having previously taught at 

London Bible College and Wycliffe Hall. 

 

Gordon, R. P.  Hebrews:  Readings:  A New Biblical Commentary.  Sheffield:  Sheffield Academic Press, 

2000. 

 

Govett, Robert.  Govett on Hebrews.  Miami Springs, FL:  Conley & Schoettle, 1981. 
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Griffith Thomas, W. H.  Hebrews:  A Devotional Commentary.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. Eerdmans 

Pub. Co., n.d. 

 

Guthrie, George.  The NIV Application Commentary:  Hebrews.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan, 1998. 

 

 Helpful for those wanting help in the application of the book to contemporary life. 

 

Héring, Jean.  The Epistle to the Hebrews.  Translated from the first French Edition by A. W. Heathcote 

and P. J. Allcock.  London:  Epworth Press, 1970. 

 

Hewitt, Thomas.  The Epistle to the Hebrews:  An Introduction and Commentary.  The Tyndale New 

Testament Commentaries.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1961. 

 

Favors the "hypothetical" theory of the warning passage in Hebrews 6. 

 

Hodges, Zane C.  "Hebrews."  In The Bible Knowledge Commentary, New Testament edition, ed. John F. 

Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck.  Wheaton, IL:  Victor Books, 1983. 

 

Hodges takes the book as addressed to Jewish believers (true Christians) who are in danger of 

abandoning their confession of faith in Christ and lapsing back into Judaism.  The "warning 

passages" serve to warn them of the possibility of God's retribution in the present and the danger of 

forfeiting their "inheritance" in Messiah's kingdom.  Excellent study.  Highly recommended! 

 

Hughes, Philip Edgcumbe.  A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. 

Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1977. 

 

A superb conservative commentary and well-researched.  Good interaction with historical 

commentaries.  Hughes sees the book as emphasizing the supremacy of Christ, and takes the 

warning passages to be addressed to professing believers who are in danger of rejecting Christianity 

for Judaism (those who do so are not true believers).  Although I do not commend this theology, 

Hughes does a good job of presenting the book from the perspective of Reformed theology. 

 

Johnson, William G.  Hebrews.  John Knox Preaching Guides.  Atlanta:  John Knox, 1980. 

 

Kent, Homer A., Jr.  The Epistle to the Hebrews:  A Commentary.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Book 

House, 1972. 

 

Kistemaker, S. J.  Exposition of the Epistle to the Hebrews.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Baker Book House, 

1984. 

 

Koester, Craig R.  Hebrews.  A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary.  Anchor Bible 36.  

New York—London:  Doubleday, 2001. 

 

"After a fresh translation of the whole of Hebrews, this volume treats the history of its 

interpretation and influence, its social setting (history of the community, profile of the community 

and its context), formal and rhetorical aspects (genre, structure, rhetorical strategy, language and 

style), theological issues (cosmology and eschatology; Christology; promises, covenants, and Law; 

the Scriptures; divine action and human response; Lord's Supper or Eucharist), and text.  Then 
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following a 34-page general bibliography, it presents for each pericope a translation, notes, and 

comments according to a rhetorical outline:  exordium (1:1—2:4), proposition (2:5-9), arguments 

(2:10—12:27), peroration (12:28—13:21), and epistolary postscript (13:22-25).  Under 'arguments' 

Koester, professor of NT at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, . . . discerns three series:  Jesus 

received glory through faithful suffering—a way that others are called to follow (2:10—6:20); 

Jesus' suffering is the sacrifice that enables others to approach God (7:1—10:39); and God's people 

persevere through suffering to glory by faith (11:1—12:27)."  [NT Abst No. 1, 2002]. 

 

Lane, William L.  Hebrews.  Word Biblical Commentaries, 2 vols.  Dallas, TX:  Word Books, 1991. 

 

Provides 167 pages of introduction on historical and literary questions, with attention to recent 

developments in rhetorical and discourse analysis as well as to Hebrews' use of the Old Testament, 

its theological questions and its place in early Christianity.  Although I don't agree with all Lane's 

conclusions (e.g., he advocates that a Christian can lose his salvation through apostasy), this is 

probably one of the best commentaries on Hebrews and therefore highly recommended. 

 

Lang, G. H.  The Epistle to the Hebrews.  London:  The Paternoster Press, 1951; reprint, Miami Springs, 

FL:  Conley & Schoettle Pub., 1988. 

 

An expositional and devotional work.  Lang believes the warning passages are addressed to 

believers who are in danger of losing their kingdom "inheritance" (rewards), rather than eternal 

salvation.  The material in this work is available in PDF format at the following website:   

< http://www.schoettlepublishing.com/booksonline/lang/hebrews.htm> 

 

Lenski, R. C. H.  The Interpretation of the Epistle to the Hebrews and The Epistle of James.  Minneapolis, 

Minn:  Augsburg Pub. House, 1966. 

 

Lightfoot, Neil R.  Jesus Christ Today:  A Commentary on the Book of Hebrews.  Grand Rapids, MI:  

Baker Book House, 1976. 

 

A good example of how the book could be interpreted from an Arminian viewpoint.  Does exhibit 

good scholarship. 

 

Mauro, Philip.  God's Pilgrims.  Rev. ed.  n.p., 1918; reprint, Harrisburg, PA:  Christian Publications, 

1969. 

 

Moffatt, James.  A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews.  The International 

Critical Commentary.  Edinburgh:  T. & T. Clark, 1924. 

 

Montefiore, Hugh.  A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews.  Black's New Testament 

Commentaries.  London:  Adam & Charles Black, 1964. 

 

Morris, Leon.  "Hebrews."  In The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol. 12, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, 3-158.  

Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Pub. House, 1981. 

 

Nairne, Alexander.  The Epistle of Priesthood.  Edinburgh:  T. & T. Clark, 1913. 

 

Newell, William R.  Hebrews Verse by Verse.  Chicago:  Moody Press, 1947. 
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Stedman, Ray C.  Hebrews.  The IVP New Testament Commentary Series.  Downers Grove, IL:  

InterVarsity Press, 1992. 

 

A short and concise commentary by a gifted pastor (now with the Lord).  Unfortunately, he sees the 

warnings as directed at non-believers.  For instance, in regard to the warning of neglecting the "so 

great salvation" in 2:1-4, he states, "To ignore the great salvation found in Jesus is to find oneself 

unable to escape the consequent wrath of God, and the judgment of hell" (34). 

 

Tanner, J. Paul.  "The Epistle to the Hebrews," in The Grace New Testament Commentary, vol. 2, 1031-

1098 (Denton, TX:  Grace Evangelical Society, 2010). 

 

 This commentary is based on the NKJV and represents a free grace view of Hebrews.  I have also 

written a similar commentary for the ministry of BEE World in their course on Hebrews, but which 

is based on the NET Bible.  See online at the Internet Biblical Seminary www.internetseminary.org. 

 

Westcott, Brooke F.  The Epistle to the Hebrews:  The Greek Text with Notes and Essays.  London:  

Macmillan & Co., 1892; reprint, Grand Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1974. 

 

Wilson, R. McL.  Hebrews.  New Century Bible Commentary.  Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 

Co., 1987. 

 

 

 

http://www.internetseminary.org/
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MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS 

 

Hagner, Donald A.  Encountering the Book of Hebrews.  Encountering Biblical Studies.  Grand Rapids, 

MI:  Baker, 2002. 

 

See review in JETS (Jun 2003, p 353). 

 

Hurst, L. D.  The Epistle to the Hebrews:  Its Background and Thought.  SNTSMS, 65.  Cambridge:  

Cambridge Univ. Press, 1990. 

 

Käsemann, E.  The Wandering People of God:  An Investigation of the Letter to the Hebrews.  Translated 

by R. A. Harrisville and I. L. Sandberg.  Minneapolis:  Augsburg, 1984 [German original 1939]. 

 

Lehne, S.  The New Covenant in Hebrews.  JSNTSup, 44.  Sheffield:  JSOT Press, 1990. 

 

Leschert, Dale F.  Hermeneutical Foundations of Hebrews; A Study in the Validity of the Epistle's 

Interpretation of Some Core Citations form the Psalms.  Lewiston, NY:  Edwin Mellen Press, 1994. 

 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES  AND  SPECIAL STUDIES  --  TOPICAL 

 

 

AUTHORSHIP 

 
Hurst, L. D.  Hebrews and Hermeneutics.  SNTSM 36.  Cambridge:  Cambridge Univ. Press, 1979. 

 

CHRISTOLOGY 

 

Attridge, H. W.  "New Covenant Christology in an Early Christian Homily."  Quarterly Review 8 (1988): 

89-108. 

 

Cleary, M.  "Jesus, Pioneer and Source of Salvation:  The Christology of Hebrews 1-6."  The Bible Today 

67 (1973): 1242-48. 

 

Giles, Pauline.  "The Son of Man in the Epistle to the Hebrews."  Expository Times 86 (1975): 328-332. 

 

Hanson, A. T.  "Christ in the Old Testament According to Hebrews."  Studia Evangelica 2 (1964): 393-

407. 

 

Holsteen, Nathan D.  "The Trinity in the Book of Hebrews."  Bibliotheca Sacra 168:671 (Jul-Sep 2011): 

334-46. 

 

Hughes, Philip E.  "The Christology of Hebrews."  Southwestern Journal of Theology 28:1 (Fall 1985): 

19-27. 

 

Hurst, L. D.  "The Christology of Hebrews 1 and 2."  In The Glory of Christ in the New Testament:  

Studies in Christology in Memory of George Bradford Caird, ed. L. D. Hurst and N. T. Wright, 
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151-64.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press, 1987. 

 

Osborne, Grant R.  “The Christ of Hebrews and Other Religions.”  Journal of the Evangelical 

Theological Society 46:2 (June 2003): 249-67. 

 

Parsons, M. C.  "Son and High Priest:  A Study in the Christology of Hebrews."  Evangelical Quarterly 

60 (1988): 195-215. 

 

Schenck, K.  "Keeping his Appointment:  Creation and Enthronement in Hebrews."  Journal for the Study 

of the New Testament 66 (1997): 91-117. 

 

NT Abs 42:1  -  "Hebrews provides evidence both for Christ's sonship emerging at the time of his 

exaltation (1:5) and for Jesus being Son in his earthly existence (5:8).  Likewise, it affirms both that 

Christ 'founded' the heavens and earth (1:10-12) and that God was the one through whom they 

came to be (2:10).  These apparent conflicts can be resolved by reference to the eternal purpose and 

 of God behind the epistle's Christology.  Christ was always destined to be Son and is thus 

appropriately so called at all points of his existence.  Similarly, the complete continuity between 

God's wisdom for creation and Christ's obedient will makes possible the identification of the two, 

as Hebrews' allusion to wisdom in 1:3 and its use of 'word' motifs (e.g., 4:12-13) support." 

 

Smothers, Thomas G.  "A Superior Model:  Hebrews 1:1–4:13."  Review and Expositor 82 (Sum 1985): 

333-343. 

 

Tetley, J.  "The Priesthood of Christ in Hebrews."  Anvil 5 (1988): 195-206. 

 

 

CULTUS, ROLE IN HEBREWS 

 

Brege, D. J.  "Eucharistic Overtones Created by Sacrificial Concepts in the Epistle to the Hebrews."  

ConcTheolQuart 66 (1, 2002): 61-81. 

 

 "Eucharistic overtones are found in Hebrews especially in the OT 'shadows' of the peace and sin 

offerings, since Christ as priest and sacrifice is particularly represented by these sacrifices.  But 

unlike the OT priests, Christ the great high priest never needs to perform another sacrifice.  This 

means that the sacraments (which derive directly from Christ's self-sacrifice) are his sole priestly 

liturgy through which we are invited in this era to enter behind the veil."  [NT Abst, No. 2, 2003, p 

281] 

 

Cody, A.  Heavenly Sanctuary and Liturgy in the Epistle to the Hebrews:  The Achievement of Salvation 

in the Epistle's Perspectives.  St. Meinrad, IN:  Grail, 1960. 

 

Dunnill, John.  "Covenant and Sacrifice in the Letters to the Hebrews."  Society for New Testament 

Studies Monograph Series 75.  Pub?  Date? 

 

Focuses on the way the book explains the Christian doctrine of salvation by means of sacrificial 

symbols drawn from the Old Testament. 

 

Gordon, Robert P.  "Better Promises:  Two Passages in Hebrews Against the Background of the Old 
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Testament Cultus."  In Templum Amicitiae:  Essays on the Second Temple Presented to Ernst 

Bammel, ed. W. Horbury, 434-449.  JSNTSup, 48; Sheffield:  JSOT Press, 1991. 

 

Discusses the Old Testament cultus in relation to Heb 6:18-19 and Heb 9:6-14, with background of 

Num 15:22-31. 

 

Harless, Hal.  “The Cessation of the Mosaic Covenant.”  Bibliotheca Sacra 160:639 (Jul-Sep 2003): 349-

66. 

 

An excellent study, in which the author rightfully concludes that the Mosaic Law ceased at the 

death of Christ.  Takes into account material from the Sermon on the Mount, several Pauline 

passages, and several passages from the Book of Hebrews. 

 

Johnsson, William G.  "The Cultus of Hebrews in Twentieth-Century Scholarship."  Expository Times 89 

(1968): 104-108. 

 

Koester, C. R.  The Dwelling of God:  The Tabernacle in the Old Testament, Intertestamental Jewish 

Literature, and the New Testament.  CBQMS, 22.  Washington, DC:  Catholic Biblical Assn., 1989. 

 

Lindars, Barnabus.  "Hebrews and the Second Temple."  In Templum Amicitiae:  Essays on the Second 

Temple Presented to Ernst Bammel, ed. W. Horbury, 410-33.  JSNTSup, 48; Sheffield:  JSOT 

Press, 1991. 

 

The author argues that the book is directed to Jews of the Diaspora and written during the period 

AD 65-70 (in light of the importance of the still-standing Temple even for Diaspora Jews). 

 

Radcliffe, T.  "Christ in Hebrews:  Cultic Irony."  Blackfriars 68 (1987): 494-504. 

 

DEAD SEA SCROLLS  (Relation to Hebrews) 

 

Batdorf, I. W.  "Hebrews and Qumran:  Old Methods and New Directions."  In FS F. Wilbur Gingrich, 

ed. E. H. Barth and R. E. Cocroft.  Leiden:  Brill, 1972. 

 

Bruce, F. F. "'To the Hebrews' or 'To the Essenes'?"  New Testament Studies 9 (1963): 217-232. 

 

de Jonge, M., and A. S. van der Woude.  "11Q Melchizedek and the New Testament."  New Testament 

Studies 12 (1966): 301-26. 

 

Yadin, Yigael.  "The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Epistle to the Hebrews."  In Scripta Hierosolymitana.  Vol. 

4: Aspects of the Dead Sea Scrolls, ed. Chaim Rabin and Yigael Yadin, 2d ed., 36-55.  Jerusalem:  

The Magnes Press, 1965. 

 

ESCHATOLOGY IN HEBREWS 

 

Barrett, C. K.  "The Eschatology of the Epistle to the Hebrews."  In The Background of the New 

Testament and its Eschatology, ed. W. D. Davies and D. Daube, 383-93.  Cambridge:  Cambridge 

Univ. Press, 1956. 
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Silva, Moises.  "Perfection and Eschatology in Hebrews."  Westminster Theological Journal 39 (1976): 

60-71. 

 

Smith, J. A.  Priest For Ever:  A Study of Typology and Eschatology in Hebrews.  London, 1969. 

 

GENERAL ARTICLES 

 

Attridge, H. W.  "The Uses of Antitheses in Hebrews 8 10."  In Christians Among Jews and Gentiles:  

Essays in Honor of Krister Stendahl on his Sixty-Fifth Birthday, ed. G. W. E. Nickelsburg and G. 

W. MacRae, 1-9.  Philadelphia:  Fortress Press, 1986. 

 

Beare, F. W.  "The Text of the Epistle to the Hebrews in p46
."  Journal of Biblical Literature 63 (1944): 

379-96. 

 

Bruce, F. F.  "Kerygma of Hebrews."  Interpretation 23 (1969): 3-19. 

 

Caird, G. B.  "The Exegetical Method of the Epistle to the Hebrews."  Canadian Journal of Theology 5 

(1959): 44-51. 

 

Clark, N.  "Reading the Book. 2. The Letter to the Hebrews," Expository Times 108 (2, 1996): 37-40. 

 

NT Abs  41:2  -  "Hebrews is best listened to as a sermon:  laying the foundation (chaps. 12, 

reaching the text (chaps. 37), and making the point (chaps. 813).  The preacher's key is 'on our 

behalf!'  He has to show that the road to God barred by sin has been cleared by Jesus, and that what 

has been accomplished by Jesus continues to avail for humankind." 

 

Emmrich, M.  "Pneuma in Hebrews:  Prophet and Interpreter."  WestTheolJourn  64 (1, 2002): 55-71. 

 

 There are three passages in Hebrews (3:7-11; 9:6-10; 10:15-17) where the author has the Holy 

Spirit speak through scriptural texts.  Exegesis of these passages reveals that the author's 

pneumatological perspective in connection with the Spirit's use of Scripture can be conceived in 

terms of unmediated charismatic (i.e., prophetic) utterance of the Holy Spirit, and that the Spirit's 

revealing of interpretative secrets can be categorized as an aspect of the intimate 'end-time dialogue' 

between the Holy Spirit and the community."  [NT Abst, No. 1, 2003, p 75]. 

 

Hughes, G.  Hebrews and Hermeneutics.  SNTSM 36.  Cambridge:  Cambridge Univ. Press, 1979. 

 

Hughes, P. E.  "The Epistle to the Hebrews."  In The New Testament and its Modern Interpreters, ed. E. J. 

Epp and G. W. MacRae, 351-70.  Philadelphia:  Fortress Press; Atlanta:  Scholars Press, 1990. 

 

Isaacs, M. E.  "Why Bother with Hebrews?"  HeythJourn 43 (1, 2002): 60-72. 

 

 See review in NT Abst, No. 2, 2002, p 292. 

 

Johnson, S. Lewis.  "Some Important Mistranslations in Hebrews."  Bibliotheca Sacra 110 (1953). 

 

Lane, William L.  "Hebrews:  A Sermon in Search of a Setting."  Southwestern Journal of Theology 28:1 
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(Fall 1985): 13-18. 

 

Thompson, J. W.  "The Hermeneutics of the Epistle to the Hebrews," Restoration Quarterly 38 (4, 1996): 

229-237. 

 

NT Abs 41:2  -  "Studies of the biblical hermeneutics of Hebrews have given insufficient attention 

to the author's own comments about the word of God and the task of hermeneutics (see 1:1-3; 4:12-

13; 5:11-14; 6:1310:18).  The ultimate purpose of the author's interpretation of Scripture is to offer 

a 'word of encouragement.'  His 'word of encouragement' (see 13:22) is an exercise in hermeneutics, 

a demonstration of the fact that ancient words continue to offer encouragement to a weary church." 

 

Williamson, Ronald.  "The Eucharist and the Epistle to the Hebrews."  New Testament Studies 21 (1975): 

300-312. 

 

Williamson, Ronald.  "Platonism and Hebrews."  Scottish Journal of Theology 16 (1963): 415-424. 

 

Witherington, B.  "The Influence of Galatians on Hebrews."  New Testament Studies 37 (1991): 146-52. 

 

HIGHER CRITICISM  (Date, Authorship, Destination) 
 

Allen, D. L.  "The Lukan Authorship of Hebrews:  A Proposal."  JournalTransTextling 8 (1996): 1-22. 

 

 

NT Abs 41:3  -  "Five lines of evidence support the independent Lukan authorship of Hebrews:  

lexical, stylistic, and textlinguistic similarities between Lk-Acts and Hebrews; comparison of the 

purposes of Lk-Acts and Hebrews; theological similarities; the Jewish background of Lk-Acts; and 

the historical reconstruction of the background of Hebrews (the recipients were former Jewish 

priests who had been converted to Christianity; see Acts 6:7).  Luke wrote Hebrews in Rome about 

A.D. 67."  Cf. similar article ("The Authorship of Hebrews:  The Lukan Proposal") in Faith and 

Mission 18 (2, 2001): 27-40. 

 

Anderson, C. P.  "The Epistle to the Hebrews and the Pauline Letter Collection."  Harvard Theological 

Review 59 (1966): 429-38. 

 

Anderson, C. P.  "Hebrews Among the Letters of Paul."  Studies in Religion 5 (1975): 258-66. 

 

Black, D. A.  "Who Wrote Hebrews?  The Internal and External Evidence Reexamined."  Faith and 

Mission 18 (2, 2001): 3-26. 

 

 Concludes that one cannot but be struck by the enormous amount of thought that is common to 

Hebrews and Paul, and that Hebrews is in all probability one of Paul's epistles. 

 

Borchert, Gerald L.  "A Superior Book:  Hebrews."  Review and Expositor 82 (Sum 1985): 319-22. 

 

Bruce, F. F.  "'To the Hebrews':  A Document of Roman Christianity?"  Aufstieg und Niedergang der 

romischen Welt II.25.4 (Berlin/New York, 1987): 3496-521. 

 

Bullock, M. R.  "The Recipients and Destination of Hebrews."  Th.D. diss., Dallas Theological Seminary, 
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1977. 

 

Collins, R. F.  Letters That Paul Did Not Write:  The Epistle to the Hebrews and the Pauline 

Pseudepigrapha.  Good News Studies, 28.  Wilmington, DE:  Michael Glazier, 1988. 

 

Dahms, John V.  "The First Readers of Hebrews."  Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 20 

(1977): 365-375. 

 

Guthrie, G. H.  "The Case for Apollos as the Author of Hebrews."  Faith and Mission 18 (2, 2001): 41-56. 

 

 "After sketching the history of the proposal that Apollos was the author of Hebrews, the article 

discusses the arguments underlying this position in three categories:  arguments against another NT 

person fitting the bill, firm correspondences between NT data on Apollos and agreed upon 

characteristics of Hebrews, and more questionable correspondences along with possible 

reconstructions of the NT era.  It concludes that the evidence is not conclusive and that the 

correspondences are inadequate to support a firm conclusion about Apollos as the author of 

Hebrews." [NT Abst, No. 1, 2002]. 

 

Kistemaker, S. J.  "The Authorship of Hebrews."  Faith and Mission 18 (2, 2001): 57-69. 

 

 Concludes that we cannot be sure who wrote the epistle. 

 

Linnemann, E.  "A Call for a Retrial in the Case of the Epistle to the Hebrews."  Faith & Mission 19 (2, 

2002): 19-59. 

 

 "The article undertakes a reexamination and reassessment of the facts pertinent to the authorship of 

Hebrews.  It discusses the manuscript evidence; the testimony of the early Church Fathers; the 

questioning of Hebrews' Pauline authorship between A.D. 200 and 255 by Clement of Alexandria, 

Origen, and Tertullian; the style of Hebrews; its vocabulary; particularities; and the line of 

argument in Hebrews.  It concludes that there is no compelling substance to the argument that 

Hebrews was not written by Paul."  [NT Abst, No. 2, 2003, p 281] 

 

Lo Bue, F.  "The Historical Background of the Epistle to the Hebrews."  Journal of Biblical Literature 85 

(1956): 52-57. 

 

Walker, Peter.  "Jerusalem in Hebrews 13:9-14 and the Dating of the Epistle."  Tyndale Bulletin 45 (May 

1994): 39-71. 

 

The author argues quite convincingly that the epistle should be dated before AD 70, seeing the 

references in ch. 13 to Jerusalem as implying the present standing of the city.  Unfortunately, some 

of his points are unfounded (e.g., his notion that the "rest" of 3–4 is a heavenly one, and that the 

author of Hebrews may have been anticipating a soon catastrophe for Jerusalem on the basis of a 

forty year analogy to the wilderness (hence, AD 30 plus 40 would imply that AD 70 was ominous). 

 

Williamson, Ronald.  "The Background of the Epistle to the Hebrews."  Expository Times 87 (1976): 232-

37. 

     

LITERARY ASPECTS  (STRUCTURE AND TECHNIQUES) 



A Bibliography for Hebrews                                                                                                              Page 12  
 
 

 
Attridge, H. W.  "Paraenesis in a Homily (lovgo" paraklhvsew"):  The Possible Location of, and 

Socialization in, the 'Epistle to the Hebrews.'"  Semeia 50 (1990): 211-26. 

 

Barr, G. K.  "The Structure of Hebrews and of 1st and 2nd Peter."  IrBibStud 19 (1, 1997): 17-31. 

 

NT Abs 41:3  -  "Comparison of the 'prime patterns' of Hebrews, 1 Peter, and 2 Peter by means of 

'scalometry' [see  40-1553] reveals closely corresponding scaling structures coinciding precisely 

with identifiable discourse units relating to widely differing subjects.  This evidence in tandem with 

text-linguistic analysis suggests that these three works come from the same hand; internal evidence 

points to Silvanus." 

 

Black, David Alan.  "Looking at the Structure of Sentences and Literary Techniques."  Bible Review 8:17 

(Apr 1992):           

 

Deals with 12:1-2. 

 

Black, David Alan.  "The Problem of the Literary Structure of Hebrews:  An Evaluation and A Proposal."  

Grace Theological Journal 7:2 (Fall 1986): 163-77. 

 

The author reacts against the traditional two-fold division of the book, 1:5–10:18 (kerygmatic) and 

10:19–13:17 (parenetic), by arguing that the epistle has been composed by an author employing a 

sophisticated literary structure.  Black commends the work of Vanhoye (1966) as one of the better 

attempts to identify this structure, though offering little to improve upon it. 

 

Black, D. A.  "Literary Artistry in the Epistle to the Hebrews."  Filologiá Neotestamentaria (Córdoba) 

7:13 (1994): 43-51. 

 

Bligh, John.  Chiastic Analysis of the Epistle to the Hebrews.  Heythrop:  Athenaeum, 1966. 

 

Bligh, John.  "The Structure of Hebrews."  Heythrop Journal 5 (April 1964). 

 

Bruce, F. F.  "The Structure and Argument of Hebrews."  Southwestern Journal of Theology 28:1 (Fall 

1985): 6-12. 

 

Caird, G. B.  "The Exegetical Method of the Epistle to the Hebrews."  Canadian Journal of Theology 5 

(1959): 44-51. 

 

Fenton, J. C.  "The Argument in Hebrews."  Studia Evangelica 7 (1982): 175-181. 

 

France, R. T.  "The Writer of Hebrews as a Biblical Expositor," Tyndale Bulletin 47 (2, 1996): 245-76. 

 

NT Abs 41:2  -  "The whole argument of Hebrews is focused around a succession of OT themes 

and figures so as to draw out both the continuity and discontinuity between the OT period and the 

time of fulfillment in Christ.  After treating Hebrews as a homily or homilies, the flow of the 

argument, and R. N. Longenecker's analysis, the article identifies seven extended 'biblical 

expositions' within the letter:  (1) Heb 2:5-18 on Ps 8:4-6; (2) Heb 3:64:13 on Ps 95:7-11; (3) Heb 



A Bibliography for Hebrews                                                                                                              Page 13  
 
 

5:57:28 on Ps 110:4; (4) Heb 8:110:18 on Jer 31:31-34; (5) Heb 10:3212:3 on Hab 2:3c-4; (6) 

Heb 12:4-13 on Prov 3:11-12; and (7) Heb 12:18-29 on the Mount Sinai motif.  It concludes with 

reflections on the distinctive expository method of Hebrews." 

 

Guthrie, George H.  "The Structure of Hebrews:  A Text-linguistic Analysis."  Dissertation, Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary, 1991. 

 

For a nice summary of Guthrie, see Lane's commentary (1:xc-xcviii).  This has been published 

under the same title by E. J. Brill of Leiden (1994).  Walters's article (pp 67-68) provides some 

brief evaluation of Guthrie's primary thesis. 

 

Joslin, Barry C.  “Can Hebrews Be Structured?  An Assessment of Eight Approaches.”  Currents in 

 Biblical Research 6, No. 1 (Oct 2007):  99-129 

 

Koester, C. R.  "Hebrews, Rhetoric, and the Future of Humanity."  CathBibQuart 64 (1, 2002): 103-23. 

 

 See review in NT Abst, No. 1, 2003, p 76. 

 

Lindars, Barnabas.  "The Rhetorical Structure of Hebrews."  New Testament Studies 35 (1989): 382-406. 

 

MacLeod, D. L.  "The Literary Structure of the Book of Hebrews."  Bibliotheca Sacra 146:582 (Apr-Jun 

1989): 185-97. 

 

Neely, L. L.  "A Discourse Analysis of Hebrews."  Occasional Papers in Translation and Textlinguistics 

3-4 (1987): 1-146. 

 

Summarized in Lane's commentary (1:lxxxii-lxxxiii). 

 

Rice, G. E.  "Apostasy as a Motif and Its Effect on the Structure of Hebrews."  Andrews University 

Seminary Studies 23 (1985): 29-35. 

 

Rice, G. E.  "The Chiastic Structure of the Central Section of the Epistle to the Hebrews."  Andrews 

University Seminary Studies 19 (1981): 243-46. 

 

Stanley, Steve.  "The Structure of Hebrews from Three Perspectives."  Tyndale Bulletin 45:2 (1994): 245-

71. 

 

Sees the epistle as essentially a homily based primarily on the citation and use of several key OT 

passages.  Chief among these is Psalm 110:1 and 4 which has widespread usage throughout the 

book.  Notice of these features yields a three-fold structure:  (1) 1:5–7:28; (2) 8:1–10:39; and (3) 

11:1–13:25.  Acknowledges the rhetorical studies of others (particularly Vanhoye), but maintains 

that content is also a determining factor for structure. 

 

Stine, Donald Medford.  "The Finality of the Christian Faith:  A Study of the Unfolding Argument of the 

Epistle to the Hebrews, Chapters 17."  Th.D. diss., Princeton Theological Seminary, 1964. 

 

Sees 3 main sections to the epistle (1:17:28; 8:110:18; and 10:1913:25) based on three 

introductory topic sentences (1:1-4, 8:1-2, and 10:14-25). 
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