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SESSION SIX

THE COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
Genesis 11:27—25:11

. INTRODUCTION

Thistolédét section is the heart of the book of Genesis. In fact, the ®oGlenesis is the foundation
of the theocratic nation of Israel, and this foundation centerseoprtimises and covenant that God
made with Abraham. Everything up to this point has been prepafatahe revealing of the divine
program in Gen 12. What hope is there for the nations thédiopedessly scattered and missing the
blessing from God? Out of this bleak background, God begins a nevapregth one man through
whom He will develop a special nation. This will lead ultiehatto Christ (who is of the seed of
Abraham) through whom the fullness of God's blessing to all thensavill ultimately come, and
will include redemption as a means to this end. We will brigdiywey the highlights of each unit of
this section and then discuss the two major items of6lidot: (1) the covenant with Abraham and
(2) the development of Abraham's faith.

[I.  HIGHLIGHTS OF GENESIS 11:27—25:11
A. The Selection of Abram for the Divine Program (11:27—12:9)
1. The Record of Terah (11:27-32)

The newt6l€dot begins with 11:27 and the name of Terah. What became of Terah? The
line of Abraham and the divine program by covenant resulted. Sédton is an
introduction, supplying the background of the family and their oridicfs Josh 24:2,3;
Acts 7:2-8).

2.  The Call of Abram (12:1-9)
This and ch 15 are the key to the book (and the whole OT!). pgegan in Ur of the
Chaldees, Abram is suddenly encountered by the glory of God with tme dlilan for

bringing blessing to the world. The passage not only infornaf tise divine program
but instructs us that faith obeys the Word of God!

B.  The Struggle to Believe God for the Land (12:10—15:21)
1. The Sojournin Egypt (12:10-20)

Abram is not the mature man walking by faith at this point, foddaves the land of
promise to sojourn in Egypt due to a famine. Furthermore, he gesordeceptive
schemings . . . we see him stumbling along in his human devicesrdenpg the

promises. Nevertheless, God graciously protects His plan by divieesrention and

deliverance. Note, too, the deliberate parallelism betweereteist and the nation in
bondage, as though God were acting it out in anticipation.

2. The Strife With Lot (13:1-18)
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Out of the strife with Lot, Abram allows Lot to choose fitlse land he desired. The
point is to show how faith resolves strife: with generoskie does not need to behave
selfishly but can be generous, because he had the sure promise of the land Wiin YH

3.  The Rescue of Lot from Invaders (14:1-16)

Out of an "international" skirmish, Abram is given victoryeowmilitary enemies who
plunder the promised land. The stress is not so much on faitisamithe development
of the promise to make Abram great and to bless those wh® liles and curse those
who curse him.

4, Melchizedek and The King of Sodom Meet Abram (14:17—15:6)

Following a great victory, Abram's faith is tested. Will he cherigloddly deal from the

king of Sodom or will he cherish the blessing of the Most High God through Melchizedek
(whose name suggests a righteous rule as God's represedtaiigrly, Abram desires
something far more enduring than worldly treasures; only thidliri@nt of God's
promise . . . that which is miraculous and enduring . . . will do for him. His wiseecdisoic
applauded by God (15:1-6) who confirms that one from his loins will bimtésitor and
begin the innumerable seed.

Gen 15:6 is a foundational verse to show that from the beginnigods covenant
program, righteousness is reckoned on the basis of faith (cf. RoRD#ever, this verse
is notintended to convey that Abram's "conversion" came as & dghle object lesson
just given! Rather, it is placed here as a summary of what had takee plefore,
preparing us for the cutting of the covenant which will follow. $Resggests this
translation: "Now Abram (had) believed in YHWH, and He reckonéd him, namely
righteousness’”

5. YHWH's Secure Covenant (15:7-21)

This solemn event pictures YHWH entering into a unilatemlenant with Abram,
assuring him of the ultimate fulfillment of the promises.wNeformation is included . . .
a long period of enslavement (400 years) is in store for tleggimg natiorf. Abram is
removed from the ratification of the covenant, thus giving YHWhe entire
responsibility for the fulfillment. In that sense, the covenantnisonditional! So, in
spite of their prospects of death and suffering, the chosen peaplesst assured that
God's covenantal promises will be ultimately fulfilled.

C. Struggle to Believe God for the Seed (16:1—18:15)

Whereas the previous section dealt primarily with thetioglaof Abram's faith to the "land"
promise, this section is more concerned with the "seed." Allidoy the time he takes Hagar
(ch 16), eleven years have elapsed since Abram left H&kd@en we come to Gen 17:1, it has
been 24 years since they left Haran.

'Observe the "perfect" verb with waw disjunctivethe Hebrew, clearly signaling that vs 6 is not a
consecutive thought with the preceding verse.

Allen Ross, "The Exegetical Exposition of the Parah: Genesis," (unpublished class notes in 117
Exegesis of the Pentateuch, Dallas Seminary, 1959),

*The reference to 400 years would indicate to thedx generation that the idea of leaving Egypt was
no "rash plan" of Moses.
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1. Hagar and Ishmael (16:1-16)

The delay of the promise results in human calculations thatuttn&arai is too old to
bear the seed. So the way of faith, i.e., patiently waitingb&édoned. The birth of
Ishmael through Hagar is the couple's way to secure the s@e@ods’ The lesson
which Hagar learns ("YHWH hears the cry of affliction'fidawhich she returns to
convey to the couple, is the very truth the couple should have pur@eedhears, so cry
out to Him in distress and wait patiently, trusting God's word!

2. The Sign of the Covenant (17:1-17)

After 14 years of silence, God confirms the promises to Abraamagpecifying that
Sarai herself shall bear the seed (Isaac), and renamesuple to reflect His promises.
Abraham _respond# faith by accepting the new names and undertaking the act of
circumcision which is now a sign of the covenant (a remindéneotovenant in a most
intimate way). The ritual was meant to be an act of faithredhethe father might
identify himself and his infant son in the sure promises tcaAm. On the one hand,
since the sign involved the sexual organ, it was a remindehdin@n nature was unable
to generate the promised seed. The cutting back of the flesh, drpweas a symbol of
separation, purity, and loyalty to the covenant. It looked forwamian's need for the
circumcision of the heart which only God's Spirit can do, enabliag'stheart to obey
(cf. Deut 30:6; Rom 2:28,29).

3.  The Three Visitors (18:1-15)

The time has drawn near for the arrival of the promised seddhahthis point seems
ridiculous to believe God for. Hence, the LORD personally desqd8d3) to share in
intimate fellowship with Abraham (signified by the meal) aodfirm the coming birth.
The personal visit is a call to believe that God can do the impossiblel)18:

D. The Struggle to Intercede and Mediate Blessing (18:16—20:18)

This section seems to be united by the divine intention of YH@place Abraham in a unique
position to other peoples as the mediator of blessing (rE2&). Thus, he intercedes for Lot
in Sodom, and the deliverance of Lot is related to Abraham's éswon (see 19:29). Even
Abimelech must realize that blessing is channeled through Abrahamettiator of blessing at

this point (20:17).

1. The Intercession of Abraham (18:16-33)

This is not an isolated account but related to the Abrahaowienant as 18:17-19 shows.
He is the one through whom blessing comes, and therefore God inthatvede is the
one who must keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness ane .justicaham
never questions that Sodom is a wicked society deserving judgyet he learns that
despite the overwhelming wickedness, God will act with justioe compassion on the

* Although Sarai's suggestion to have Hagar beaals child may seem scandalous today, such a
scheme was quite acceptable in their day, as astdgieal discoveries have shown. Merrill notes,

"According to the Nuzi tablets, ancient Hurriameiform documents dealing with custom and law
of this period, the action of Abram and his wifethis respect was perfectly legitimate. Any clelar
born of this proxy arrangement would be considdegdl heirs of the husband unless and until childre
should be born of the wife herself* (Eugene H. MierAn Historical Survey of the Old Testam@@tand
Rapids: Baker Book House, 1980], 76; quoted in Baaware Survey of the Old TestameAB).

May 28, 2003 6.3



Dr. J. Paul Tanner Old Testament | Gen 11:27—25:11

righteous few. Righteous Lot may have perished with the witleel not Abraham, the
mediator of blessing, interceded for him (19:29).

2. Judgment on Sodom (19:1-38)

This is a severe warning of becoming like the morally bank@gstaanite civilization.
Lot hesitates to leave and only does so reluctantly. What laerick that a degenerate
society has on the righteous! The family of Abraham as agethe nation Israel, must
guard themselves less they too be so influenced by wickedness in their mids

3. Abraham and Abimelech (20:1-18)

This episode centers on the preservation of Sarah's purity corttext involves another
foolish and faithless act of Abraham which creates a thraaetpromised blessing, for
the fulfilment of the promise is dependent on the marriageth lBamd obedience are
required for the promised blessings! Fortunately, God graciintslsvened. The story
closes with Abraham being the mediator of blessing (Gen 12:3) to Abimelech's Hduseho
(20:17).

Abraham's Maturing Faith (21:1—22:19)

At last, Abraham begins to experience more of the promisedimefrom YHWH. In the
process, his faith has matured as well. He is in the lamg) bbééssed and has the seed, but will
he still obey? God will test him.

1. Isaac's Birth and Ishmael's Expulsion (21:1-21)

At last the fulfillment of the promised seed arrives and AbrakadnSarah are boosted in
faith. Naming him Isaac commemorates the fulfillment of thremise, and the
circumcision confirms the covenant. Yet the incident of Isimamocking pictures
unbelief ridiculing the promise of God as foolish and threatenind minimizing the
work of God. The threat to the promised seed must be removed.

2.  The Covenant at Beersheba (21:22-34)

Abraham makes a covenant with the residents of the landrthltes him to dwell there
in peace. Significantly, they recognize him as the redipéisod's blessing and seek
peace with him. Abraham is at last in the land and being blessed there.

3.  The Sacrifice of Isaac (22:1-19)

This is the big test of Abraham's faith: will obediencedgarded above love? Now that
he has the seed and is prospering in the land, will he rem@htb YHWH? [Note:
The Canaanites found it necessary to appease their gods, evem thuoen sacrifices.
Abraham discovers that YHWH does not demand human victims. H thdp be any
human sacrifice, it will be at God's expense when He willinglgrefHis only Son to be
crucified.] Note that the place of sacrifice, Mt. Morialgsailocated at what would one
day be Jerusalem . . . where the Temple for sacrificesdwbel built and where
eventually Christ Jesus would die (Gen 22:2; 2 Chr 3:1).

The Transition of the Covenant Program to Isaac (23:1—25:11)

The final three sections trace the transition of the covenagtam to Isaac. Abraham is now
being phased out, but the divine program continues. God has providbe fmntinuance of
the program with the birth of the promised seed, Isaac. Yduliness of the blessing is not
found with Abraham. He is only in the land, but not really posses#sing his death, he only
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possesses a burial plot. As Heb 11:13 points outdiegl 'hot receiving the promisésThe
nation must look to another of Abraham's seed through whom the fulthtses promises will
be found. They will find that "seed" in Jesus of Nazareth (Gal 3).

1. Purchase of the Cave at Machpelah (23:1-20)

The significant thing here is that Abraham ignores the ancadten it comes time to
bury Sarah. Rather than going back to Padan Aram for buritdstifées that his hope is
in the land. He is faithfully pursuing the covenant program thastrmvolve the

promised land.

2. Choosing the Bride for Isaac (24:1-67)

This passage looks at the loyalty to the covenant both froais@erspective (His
providential provision) and from man's (a pagan Canaanite will not do)loydldove of
God sovereignly works through the circumstances of those acting in faith.

3.  Abraham's Death and Isaac's Inheritance (25:1-11)

With the life of Abraham drawing to a close, he provides for taesterence of the
blessing to Isaac. With the transference of the blessitiget son of promise, the divine
program will continue.

. THE COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM

The promises and covenant made with Abraham are the key to theahdaven to the whole OT

(we could even say for the whole Bible, because it is througis Jdse seed of Abraham, that the
promises are ultimately realized). In one sense, theofetite Bible is the outworking of the

Abrahamic covenant (it is nagimply a dispensation that ends at Ex 19 with the giving of thé.La

Furthermore, this is the basis for God's program with Israel.

The covenant with Abraham is the beginning of a divine programirig blessing to the whole world
(the creation of Israel was never intended to restrict Godssibfgand relation to only one nation).
As has been mentioned, the purpose of Gen 1—11 was to show howhisdlessing was needed.
The divine program begins with Abraham and establishes the Helatéon as a newation (Abram
was called out of a pagan civilization). So, this is thenflation of Israel and the intention of God's
program with them . . . to mediate blessing to all the families of thie. ear

A. The Structure of Genesis 12:1-3
There are two imperatives followed by three promises in these verses:
1. 1st Impv: Go forth!

a. | will make you a great nation
b. I will bless you
C. I will make your name great

2. 2nd Impv: Be a blessing!

a. | will bless those who bless you
b.  Iwill curse 07R) the one who curse8p) you
C. In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed
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C.

The first part focuses on Abraham and what is to become of Hie dbeys the command to
leave. The second part focuses on both Abraham and his seed ardoghatll do in their
regard if they obey the command to be a blessing. In the fdttese, the nation will enjoy
God's favor and protection. The principle boils down to thisid @ill be favorable to those
who show favor to His chosen nation, but to those who treat Abrédrzavisrael) indifferently
(55?), God will bring judgment upon them{R). This principle, however, should not be taken
in isolation, for there are other biblical principles justaaplicable. Israel (as a nation) has
ethical responsibilities, and her unfaithful conduct unto Godhendunethical conduct toward
others should not be overlooked (e.g., her responsibility to lovalige living in the land—
Deut 10:19). God will hold her accountable in these regardsisciglohe the nation when she
is unfaithful (Deut 28—-29). Consequently, the nations of the world@rexpected to approve
of Israel in her unfaithfulness or support her in such iessn Ultimately, the principle of
blessing Abraham's seed finds its realization in Christ: dmld not pass Jesus by
indifferently; for the person who does, there is no salvation but only Ejedganent.

Abraham's Response

The promises in Gen 12:1-3 are contingent upon Abram's response in obedience, and this would
demand faith. He does respond in faith and obeys. He gets oigtlahtt, and he begins to
become a blessing:

Go forth! 12:4 "Abram went forth . .
Be a blessing!  12:8 'He built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name
of the LORD'

In doing this, Abram is bearing testimony to YHWH in the midsthef Canaanites . . . He is
being a blessing. So, at this point he is obeying the LORD (althmauglally—he allows Lot
to tag along). The statement in Gen 15TBh€n he believed in the LORDnay look back to
these earlier moments when he obeys the call in faith . . nipdysiakes God at His word and
depends on it (counts on it), and this is the essence of faith. ¥Airam gets to the land,
YHWH promises the land to his seed. There is a lessondogxbdus generation here: they
too must leave by faith for the land of promise.

Phases to the Divine Program
1. God Separates Out One Individual—Abraham

He leaves Haran at the age of 75 about the year 20%9d enter Canaah.At this time,
Ur was a well-developed city of affluence (possibly the nadstanced civilization of the
day), while the Canaanites were a wretchedly immoral civiliaatiéet this is where God
chose to begin His program.

2. God Makes One Nation Out of Abraham's Seed

Abraham's seed is not constituted a nation until Moses leadsothterh Egypt (144&C)
to be joined into a covenant relationship with YHWH in Ex 19. Scetiea period of
600 years between the promise and the fulfilment. To haveian#iree factors must
be present:

*Note the following verses: Gen 12:4; 21:5; 25:28;9; Ex 12:40; 1 Kgs 6:1. The Temple of Solomon

was built ca. 96@c. Cf. Merrill, Kingdom of Priestq75-79) for a discussion of patriarchal chronology
Merrill suggests that Abram departed from Haramini®5 years of leaving Ur (p 29).
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A common people
b.  Aland (generally spelled out in Gen 15:18)
C. A constitution to bind them together
(in primitive form at Gen 17; formally, Ex 19)
3. God Commissions Abraham to be a Blessing

To "bless" is to enrich someone, and this would include both the physidathe
spiritual. What must be observed is that this commission lig tim ‘all the families of
the earth' i.e., Gentiles as well. This will be ultimately acked through Jesus Christ
and explains the inclusion of gentiles being brought in as fellowkgagtaof the Church
(Eph 2). This blessing also includes divine revelation, in tleadéws have blessed the
world by giving everyone the Scriptures (Rom 3:1-2).

D. The Ratification Of The Promises

Gen 15:7-21 is probably the most important section in all the ®fie promises given to
Abram in ch 12 are now ratified by a covenant. The promiskeofaind, given upon entering
the land (12:7), is strengthened with the promise "foreveré drd separates (13:15), and is
now defined in Gen 15 with the ratification of the covenant. Thisraouds significant, for it
determines God's entire eschatological program for the nation Israel.

1.  Types of Covenants

According to oriental custom, there were various ways thedal contract was drawn up
between two consenting parties:

a. Shoe covenant (see Ruth 4:8)
b. Salt covenant (see Num 18:19)
C. Blood covenant

When two people wanted to bind themselves in an unchangeable dpubesn
used the death of a living animal. This had a two-fold signifeart) the animal
represents the one making the covenant, the idea being thad endeacannot go
back on his word; and (2) if one party did not fulfill his partdeath was to be
required and his blood to be shed.

The ceremony of the blood covenant was to be accomplished by havingabtik split
the carcass and walk between the parts to signify the agitificof the covenant. In the
scene in Gen 15, Abram is in a deep sleep, and YHWH (signified mvémeand torch)
passes between the carcass parts alone (15:17). The poiatisthke fulfilment of the
covenant depended on YHWH alone, not Abram. Therefore, this is anditimosl
covenant! God has bound Himself to the fulfilment of the promised the conditions
rest on God alone, not Abram. However, the unconditional covenantdmaiitional
blessings. No generation would realize the promises apart from faith andiestme.

6 Benware states,

"The eventual complete fulfillment of the Abrahan@ovenant depended on God, and not on Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, or the nation of Israel. But the siithese men and the unbelief of Israel did have
significance. Although their failure would nevergate the covenant, it would affect their own bitegs

and could even temporarily hinder the program ofiGo . So even though the Abrahamic Covenant had
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For the Exodus generation, this covenant was the basis toHggpé and take the land
of promise. The covenant with Abraham will be the basis of Gla#tings with Israel
throughout Scripture. When He calls them out of Egypt, it is obdbis of the covenant
(Gen 50:24; Ex 2:24,25; 3:16). When He makes a new covenant inr@rearnsy, it is
because of the Abrahamic covenant (Deut 1:8-11). When the nlidimimeys, He does
not obliterate them (2 Kgs 13:22-23). The Psalmist praises Qaghfrof this covenant
(Ps 105:8-11). Jesus' birth is in keeping with the covenant (LK. 1P&er's message in
Acts 3 to the Jews is based on the covenant. Finally,hieibdsis for the future hope of
Israel as a nation (Rom 9—11).

2. The Promise Aspects to Abram and His Seed
a. Aland b. A seed c. Blessing

These three aspects of promise will be taken up and furthetoged in later covenant
revelation: God's principles for having the land (Deut 28—30)Dtnéddic covenant (2
Sam 7), and the New Covenant (Jer 31). Even though these coverbultsnetely be
fulfilled in Christ's millennial kingdom, there will be patirealization in the interim (we
will discuss this more when we come to the prophets).

The Fulfillment of God’s Covenant Promises to Abram

Renewed Sinaitic
Covenant of LAND
Deuteronomy
(Deut 28—30) .
THE Ultimately
The Fulfilled
Davidic .
ABRAHAMIC Covenant SEED By Christ
COVENANT —235am7) In His
Kingdom
The New
Covenant BLESSING
(Jer 31)

IV. THE DEVELOPMENT OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH

Throughout thebl€dot, there is a continual struggbe Abram's part to trust God for the promises . . .
to obey . . . to walk in faith. When he comes to Canaan, hgsbtiot, although God's call included
complete separation from his relatives. He ventures out datitewhen famine comes without any
instruction from God. He attempts to gain the seed through Hagamany ways, he stumbles. On
the other hand, he exhibits faith on many an occasion (e.g., on meeting the king of Sodom).

no conditions attached to it, unbelief on the part of itrents could, and often did, remove them from
the place of favor and blessing" (Paul Benw&uayey of the Old TestamgeB0).
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God gives_delayto the promises to allow Abraham to mature in faith and obedietkgeally,
Abraham receives the promised seed and is being blestiezlland. But will he still obey? This is
the question Gen 22 answers with the sacrifice of Isaac. He @wessod reconfirms to him the
promises. The lesson is clear: despite God's assurance cbyhmeanted promises, faith and
obedience are prerequisite for the realization of them!
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