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HISTORICAL FRAMEWORK FOR
THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH

JOSIAH

JEHOAHAZ
(Shallum)

JEHOIAKIM
(Eliakim)

JEHOIACHIN
(Jeconiah/Coniah)

ZEDEKIAH
(Mattaniah)

627 - Jeremiah's Commission

612 - Fall of Nineveh (Assry. king = Sinsharishkun (r. 627-612)

609 - Battle of Carchemish (Babylon/Egypt)
(Josiah killed at Megiddo by Pharaoh Necho II of Egypt

605 - 2nd Battle of Carchemish (Nebuch. Defeats Egypt)

605  - Nebuch. invades Jerusalem (1st Deportation – Daniel)

597  - Nebuch. invades Jerusalem (2nd Deportation – Ezekiel)

589  - Zedekiah conspires with Egypt against Babylon

589  - Nebuchadnezzar lays siege to Jerusalem

587  - Jerusalem & Solomon's Temple destroyed1

609 BC  - 3 months

641/40 – 609 BC

609 - 598 BC

Dec 598 – Mar 597 BC

597 –
587 BC
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Reform Movement!

1Note:  For the 587 BC date of 
Jerusalem’s destruction, I rely on the 
chronological studies of Rodger C. 
Young, “When Did Jerusalem Fall,” 
JETS 47/1 (Mar 2004) 21-38.

 
 
Babylonian Rulers 

1.  Nabopolassar  (627-605) 
Nabu-apal-uṣur

2.  Nebuchadnezzar  (605-562) 
Nabū-kudurri-uṣur

3.  Evil-Merodach              
     Amēl-Marduk

    (562-560) 

Daughter married 4.  Neriglissar
Nergal-Sharezer

(560-556) 

6.  Nitocris (dau) 
married Nabonidus 

Nabū-na íd (556-539) 

5.  Labashi-Marduk
(556 - 2 months) 

7.  Belshazzar  
Bēl-shar-uṣur 

(553-539)  
 
Egyptian Rulers 

Psamtik I  664–610 BC (26th Dynasty) 
Necho II  610–595 BC (26th dynasty)  -  Pharaoh who killed Josiah 
Psamtik II  595–589 BC (26th dynasty) 
Hophra (Apries) 589–570 BC (26th dynasty)  -  Mentioned in Jer 44:30 
Amasis II  570–526 BC (26th dynasty) 

 
Persian Rulers 

Cyrus the Great 539-530 BC  (the date of his gaining rule over the Medes is debated) 
Cambyses II  530-522 BC  (brief rule after hm by Bardiya [Herdotus calls him Smerdis] 
Darius the Great 522-486 BC  (during his rule, the Jewish temple was rebuilt in 516/15) 
Xerxes I  486-465 BC  (the Bible refers to him as Ahasuerus; king in days of Esther) 
Artaxerxes I  465-424 BC  (ruler in days of Ezra and Nehemiah; possibly Malachi also) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twenty-sixth_dynasty_of_Egypt

