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historical inhoduction to the debate, I will focus attention on the

passage in Rev 19:6-10 and examine the conhibution this makes to
ih" dL.nrrion of the judgment seat of Christ and rewarding of
believers.

I I, TH E HIST ORICAL B ACKD RO P

Throughout most of church history, there has been an
expectation of a single judgment that would follow Chrisfs return.
This is reflected, for instance, in that part of the Apostles' Creed
which states that Christ ". ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father, whence he will come to judge the living and
the dead." The Reformers seem to have affirmed this expectation
without sensing a need to elaborate multiple and distinctive
judgments. john Calvin, applauding the integrity and reliability of
the Apostles' Creed, understood this statement to imply a single
judgment following Chrisfs return. Inhis lnstitufes he stated,

No one-living or dead-shall escape his judgment. The sound of
the trumpet will be heard from the ends of the earth, and by it all
will be summoned before his judgment seat, both those still alive at
that day and those whom death had oreviouslv taken from the
.o*puny of the living [I Thess 4:1.6-17f,1

In light of the scriptural passage he cites, it seems that he understood
the "rapture passages" to apply to the second coming of Christ.

This position of a single judgment following the second coming
continued to be espoused in Reformed circles in the following
cenhtries, and was affirmed yet again in Louis Berkhof's Systematic
Theology.2

The rise of premillerurial theology (especially in the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries) resulted in a more elaborate model of
the future judgment. Observing the reference in Revelation 20 to two
resurrections separated by a thousand years in which Satan is
bound, premillerurialists have consequently come to the conclusion
that the resurrection of the righteous is distinct from the resurrection
of the lost. Correspondingly, they have understood the judgment of

r;ohn T. McNeill, ed., &lain: Institutcs of the Clfistian Religion (LCC; hans. Ford
l,ewis Battles; Philadelphia: Westminster,'1960),L:525. Though Calvin was well aware
of the authorship discussion of the Apostles' Creed, he still viewed it as a product of
the apostolic age and a scriptural summation of the faith.

'Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology (4th rev. ed.; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1941),
730,733. A similar position is offered by Fred H. Klooster: "The last judgment will be
absolutely universal and worldwide. All rnen, women, and children will be judged;
the angels, both good and fallen, and also Satan will be iudged. The (resurrected) dead
and the living, the just and the unjust-all will stand before the judgment seat of
Clirist to give account of what they llave done in life. The books will be opened (Rev.
20:12) and everyone will bc judged by what he has done, including every idle word
arrrl secret thousht (Eccl. 12:14; Mt. 72,3(t: Ilom. 2:16: 1 Cor. 3:13: Rev 20:1 2 f \" /Frorl










































