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ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN CULTURE

Ascalone, Enrico. Mesopotamia. Trans. By Rosanna M. Giammanco Frongia. Los Angeles: Univ.
of California Press, 2005. [Engl transl 2007; a nice blend of historical and cultural backgrounds
related to Mesopotmia].

Harrison, R. K. Old Testament Times: A Social, Political, and Cultural Context. Baker Book House,
2005.

Livingston, G. Herbert. The Pentateuch in its Cultural Environment. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Book House, 1974.

Soden, Wolfram von. The Ancient Orient. An Introduction to the Study of the Ancient Near East.
Translated by Donald G. Schley. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1994,

ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN HISTORY
[All the volumes in the Cambridge Ancient History are excellent and useful for scholarly research]

Briant, Pierre. From Cyrus to Alexander; A History of the Persian Empire. Translated by Peter T.
Daniels. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2002.

Kurht, Amelie. The Ancient Near East: 3000-330 BC. 2 vols. Routledge, 1997.
Harrison, R. K. Old Testament Times. Grand Rapids, MIl: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1970.

Kramer, S. N. The Sumerians: Their History, Culture, and Character. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1963.

Oates, Joan. Babylon. Rev. ed. New York: Thames and Hudson, 1986. [The best overall survey of
ancient Babylon].

Saggs, H. W. F. Babylonians. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma, 1995.

Schmandt-Besserat, D., and S. M. Alexander. The First Civilization: The Legacy of Sumer. Austin,
TX: University of Texas Press, 1975.

Schwantes, Siegfried J. A Short History of the Ancient Near East. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book
House, 1965.

Wiseman, D. J., ed. Peoples of Old Testament Times. Oxford: At The Clarendon Press, 1973.
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Yamauchi, Edwin M. Persia and the Bible. Grand Rapids, MIl: Baker Books, 1996. [Although
limited to the Persian period, the work is outstanding in its treatment of this period].

ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN LITERATURE

Arnold, Bill T., and Bryan E. Beyer. Readings from the Ancient Near East: Primary Sources for Old
Testament Study. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2002.

Grisanti, Michael A. Grisanti. “Ancient Near Eastern Literature and the Old Testament.” In The
World and the Word; An Introduction to the Old Testament. Nashville, TN: B&H Publ. Group,
2011.

Matthews, Victor H, and D. C. Benjamin, Old Testament Parallels: Laws and Stories from the
Ancient Near East, 3 ed. NJ: Paulist Press, 2007.

Pritchard, James B., ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament. 3rd ed.
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1969.

Sparks, Kenton L. Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew Bible: A Guide to the Background
Literature. Hendrickson Publishers, 2005.

Thomas, D. Winton, ed. Documents from Old Testament Times. Edinburgh: Thomas Nelson and
Sons Ltd., 1958; reprint, New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1961.

Walton, John H. Ancient Israelite Literature in its Cultural Context; A Survey of Parallels Between
Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern Texts. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1989.

ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN RELIGION

Finegan, Jack. Myth & Mystery: An Introduction to the Pagan Religions of the Biblical World.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1989.

Ringgren, Helmer. Religions of the Ancient Near East. Translated by John Sturdy. Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1973.

CANON OF THE OT, INDLUCDING THE APOCRYPHA AND PSEUDEPIGRAPHA

Bruce, F. F. The Canon of Scripture. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1988.

Charles, R. H. The Book of Enoch. London: SPCK, 1917. [A classic introduction and translation of
I Enoch].

Charlesworth, James H., ed. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. Vol. 1: Apocalyptic Literature and
Testaments. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1983.

Charlesworth, James H., ed. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. Vol. 2: Expansions of the "Old

Testament™ and Legends, Wisdom and Philosophical Literature, Prayers, Psalms, and Odes,
Fragments of Lost Judeo-Hellenistic Works. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1983.
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deSilva, David A. Introducing the Apocrypha. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002.

Ewert, David. From Ancient Tablets to Modern Translations; A General Introduction to the Bible.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1983.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. The Old Testament Documents; Are They Reliable & Relevant? Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001.

Metzger, Bruce M. An Introduction to the Apocrypha. New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1957.

Nickelsburg, George W. E. [ Enoch: A Commentary on the Book of 1 Enoch Chapters 1—36;
81—108. Hermeneia. Minneapolis, Minn: Fortress Press, 2001.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Blaiklock, E. M., and R. K. Harrison, eds. The New International Dictionary of Biblical Archaeology.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1983.

Finegan, Jack. Light From the Ancient Past. The Archeological Background of the Hebrew-Christian
Religion. Vol. 1. 2nd ed. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton Univ. Press, 1959.

Hoerth, Alfred J. Archaeology & The Old Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1998.

Lloyd, Seton. The Archaeology of Mesopotamia: From the Old Stone Age to the Persian Conquest.
London: Thames and Hudson Ltd., 1978.

Stern, Ephraim. Archaeology of the Land of the Bible. Vol. Il: The Assyrian, Babylonian, and
Persian Periods (732-332 B.C.E.). New York: Doubleday, 2001.

Unger, Merrill F. Archaeology and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House,
1954.

Wiseman, Donald J., and Edwin Yamauchi. Archaeology and the Bible: An Introductory Study.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1979.

DEAD SEA SCROLLS
Abegg, M., Jr., P. Flint, and E. Ulrich. The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible. HarperCollins Publishing, 2002.

Cross, Frank Moore, Jr. The Ancient Library of Qumran & Modern Biblical Studies. Rev. ed. Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1961.

Mansoor, Menahem. The Dead Sea Scrolls. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1983.

GEOGRAPHY

Aharoni, Yohanan. The Land of the Bible: A Historical Geography. Rev. ed. Translated and edited
by A. F. Rainey. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1979.
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Smith, George Adam. The Historical Geography of the Holy Land. 25th ed. London: Hodder &
Stoughton Ltd., 1931; reprint, Great Britain: Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc., 1966.

HISTORY OF ISRAEL

Bright, John. A History of Israel. 4th Edition. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2000.
[Although Bright is not an evangelical, he is more restrained in his conclusions than many of
the more radical modern historians. Furthermore, his book is helpful in its summary and
evaluation of various theories. The 4th edition brings this long-standing standard text up to
date. This is a good supplement to Merrill's work].

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. A History of Israel from the Bronze Age Through the Jewish Wars. Nashville,
TN: Broadman & Holmon, Publishers, 1998. [Also an outstanding evangelical treatment].

Merrill, Eugene H. Kingdom of Priests: A History of Old Testament Israel. 2" ed. Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Book House, 2008. [Orig publ 1987; Perhaps the best work from an evangelical].

INTERTESTAMENTAL PERIOD

Stone, Michael. Scriptures, Sects and Visions; A Profile of Judaism from Ezra to the Jewish Revolts.
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980.

Surburg, Raymond F. Introduction to the Intertestamental Period. St. Louis: Concordia Pub. House,
1975.

ISRAELITE CULTURE
de Vaux, Roland. Ancient Israel. 2 vols. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1965.

Dearman, J. Andrew. Religion & Culture in Ancient Israel. Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson Publishers,
1992.

Edersheim, Alfred. Sketches of Jewish Social Life in the Days of Christ. n.p., 1876; reprint, Grand
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1974.

Gower, Ralph. The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times. Chicago: Moody Press, 1987.
Matthews, Victor. Manners & Customs in the Bible. 3rd ed. Hendrickson Publishers, 2006.
Packer, J. I., and M. Tenney, eds. Manners and Customs of the Bible. Thomas Nelson, 2003.
OLD TESTAMENT CHRONOLOGY

[One should also consult Eugene Merrill, Kingdom of Priests (see above)].

Barnes, William Hamilton. Studies in the Chronology of the Divided Monarchy of Israel. Harvard
Semitic Monograph 48. Atlanta: Scholars, 1991.

Finegan, Jack. Handbook of Biblical Chronology. Rev. ed. Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson
Publishers, 1998. [Excellent resource. He takes the late date for the exodus (contra this
author), but he does agree with Hoehner on the AD 33 date for Christ’s death].
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Larsson, Gerhard. “The Chronology of the Kings of Israel and Judah as a System.” Zeitschrift fir die
alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 114 (2002): 224-35.

McFall, Leslie. "A Translation Guide to the Chronological Data in Kings and Chronicles."
Bibliotheca Sacra 148:589 (Jan-Mar 1991): 3-45.

Steinmann, Andrew E. From Abraham to Paul: A Biblical Chronology. St. Louis, MO: Concordia
Publishing House, 2011.

Thiele, Edwin R. The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan Pub. House, 1983.

Young, Rodger C. “When Did Jerusalem Fall?” JETS 47:1 (Mar 2004): 21-38. [Young argues that
the fall of Jerusalem was in 587 BC (rather than the normally accepted date of 586). The article
is helpful for understanding about different dating systems and methods of reckoning time at
that point in history].

Young, Rodger C. "When Did Solomon Die?" JETS 46:4 (Dec 2003): 589-603.

OLD TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION (HIGHER CRITICISM)

Archer, Gleason L., Jr. A Survey of Old Testament Introduction. 4th ed. Chicago: Moody
Publishers, 2007.

Bullock, C. Hassell. An Introduction to the Old Testament Poetic Books. Rev. ed. Chicago, IL:
Moody Press, 1988.

Bullock, C. Hassell. An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books. Chicago, IL: Moody
Press, 1986.

Dillard, Raymond B., and Tremper Longman. An Introduction to the Old Testament. Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan, 1994. [Not as conservative as Archer, Harrison or Merrill, but still helpful].

Harrison, Roland Kenneth. Introduction to the Old Testament. Hendrickson Publishers, 2004. [Orig,
1969].

Howard, David M., Jr. An Introduction to the Old Testament Historical Books. Chicago, IL: Moody
Press, 1993.

Merrill, Eugene H., Mark F. Rooker, and Michael A. Grisanti. The World and the Word; An
Introduction to the Old Testament. Nashville, TN: B&H Publ. Group, 2011. [An excellent
resource with up-to-date discussion on crucial issues, yet conservative & evangelical].

Wolf, Herbert. An Introduction to the Old Testament Pentateuch. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1991.

OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

Arnold, Bill T. and Bryan E. Beyer. Encountering the Old Testament: A Christian Survey. 2nd ed.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2008. [Excellent summaries and beautifully illustrated. An
excellent survey, but more elementary than that of Hill & Walton].
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Benware, Paul N. Survey of the Old Testament. Rev. ed. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1993.
[Simplistic but premillennial].

Chisholm, Robert, Jr. Handbook on the Prophets. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 2002.
[Premillennial and generally helpful; but the treatment of Dan 9:24-27 is disappointing].

Dillard, Raymond B., and Tremper Longman Ill. An Introduction to the Old Testament. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1994. [Conservative amillennial].

Estes, Daniel J. Handbook on the Wisdom Books and Psalms. Grand Rapids, MIl: Baker Book
House, 2005.

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook On The Pentateuch. 2™ ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
2005. [Although limited to the first five books of the OT, the author makes a good survey of
these].

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook on the Historical Books. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
2001.

Hill, Andrew E., and John H. Walton. A Survey of the Old Testament. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids, Ml:
Zondervan Pub. House, 2009. [Perhaps the best one-volume survey from an evangelical
perspective. Fantastic graphics, charts and maps].

Jensen, Irving L. Jensen's Survey of the Old Testament. Chicago: Moody Press, 1978.

Schultz, Samuel J. The OIld Testament Speaks; A Complete Survey of Old Testament History and
Literature. 5™ ed. SanFrancisco, CA: HarperCollins Publishers, 2000.

Schultz, Samuel J., and Gary V. Smith. Exploring the Old Testament. Good News Pub., 2001.

Swindoll, Charles, and Roy B. Zuck, edd. Nelson's Old Testament Survey: Discovering the Details
About Every Old Testament Book. Thomas Nelson, 2003. [Authors are Charles Dyer and
Eugene Merrill].

Wenham, Gordon J. Exploring the Old Testament: A Guide to the Pentateuch. Vol. 1. Downers
Grove: InterVarsity, 2003. [Somewhat brief, but extremely helpful].

OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

Hasel, Gerhard. Old Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate. 3rd ed. Grand
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1982. [Includes a helpful chapter on the beginnings
and development of OT theology].

Hayes, J. H., and F. C. Prussner. Old Testament Theology: Its History and Development. Atlanta:
John Knox, 1985. [Traces the theological milieu from the Reformation onward, with half the
book treating the period prior to 1920].

Martens, Elmer A. Old Testament Theology. IBR Bibliographies No. 13. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Books, 1997.
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Merrill, Eugene H. Everlasting Dominion; A Theology of the Old Testament. B & H Publishing
Group, 2006.

Ollenburger, Ben C., ed. Old Testament Theology: Flowering and Future. Rev. ed. Winona Lake,
IN: Eisenbrauns, 2004. [In addition to surveying the major 20" cent. critical scholars,
Ollenburger includes discussion on several evangelicals, such as Kaiser, Martens, and
Sailhamer].

Sailhamer, John H. Introduction to Old Testament Theology; A Canonical Approach. Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1995.

VanGemeren, Willem A., ed. New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & Exegesis.
Vol. 1. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1997. s.v. "The Flowering and Floundering
of Old Testament Theology" by Elmer A. Martens (1:172-84); and "Integrating Old Testament
Theology and Exegesis: Literary, Thematic, and Canonical Issues" by Richard Schultz (1:185-
205).

Waltke, Bruce K. An Old Testament Theology; An Exegetical, Canonical, and Thematic Approach.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007. [This will undoubtedly be one of the most prolific OT
theologies to come forth from an evangelical scholar, and is a "must read" for advanced studies.
Yet the author writes from an amillennial and covenant theology perspective. He also embraces
theistic evolution which one must beware of].

Zuck, Roy B., ed. A Biblical Theology of the Old Testament. Chicago: Moody Press, 1991.
[Surveys the theological contributions of each OT book; very helpful; premillennial].

SEPTUAGINT STUDIES

Hengel, Martin. The Septuagint as Christian Scripture; Its Prehistory and the Problem of Its Canon.
Translated by Mark E. Biddle. New York: T & T Clark Ltd., 2002. [In addition to the normal
historical backgrounds, the author includes chapters on how the LXX was collected and used in
both Jewish circles as well as by the early Christian church].

Jobes, Karen H. and Moisés Silva. Invitation to the Septuagint. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book
House, 2000. [This is probably the best overall entry-level introduction to the study of the LXX
and the problems to be encountered].

McLay, R. Timothy. The Use of the Septuagint in New Testament Research. Grand Rapids, M.
Eerdmans, 2003.

Tov, Emanuel. The Text-Critical Use of the Septuagint in Biblical Research. Rev. 2nd ed.
Jerusalem: Simor Ltd., 1997. [This is a much more advanced study of the LXX, with
numerous examples of textual criticism involving the LXX mss].
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